ABSTRACT Four p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n a one m i l e s t r e t c h of FM 153, t e n m i l e s northwest of LaGrange, Texas, w e r e i n v e s t i g a t e d i n Novemb e r , 1983. These s i t e s w e r e evidenced by l i g h t s c a t t e r s of burned r o c k and l i t h i c d e b r i s on t h e s u r f a c e . Excavation r e v e a l e d s h a l l o w sandy loam d e p o s i t s c o n t a i n i n g v e r y s m a l l amounts of c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l .
INTRODUCTION
Archaeological s i t e s 41FY141, 41FY151, 41FY152, and 41FY153, were recorded during t h e survey of a F a y e t t e E l e c t r i c Cooperative power l i n e (Laurens, Guy, and P r e w i t t 1979), and w e r e recommended f o r t e s t i n g (Fig. 1 ) . During t h e p e r i o d November 15 and 16, 1983, t e s t excavation was conducted by Glenn T. Goode of t h e S t a t e Department of Highways and P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n (SDHPT) Archaeology S e c t i o n and t h r e e members of t h e l o c a l SDHPT o f f i c e i n LaGrange. T e s t i n g was performed i n accordance with t h e Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties (36 CFR, P a r t 800), procedures p r e s c r i b e d and endorsed by t h e F e d e r a l Highway Administration. The
t e s t i n g o b j e c t i v e was t o determine e l i g i b i l i t y f o r nomination t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s a s p r e s c r i b e d by law.
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EXCAVATION PROCEDURE
Testing involved the excavation of 1 by 1 meter excavation units, miscellaneous shovel tests, and auger tests. Excavation was done in arbitrary 10 cm increments, all matrix being screened through 1/4 in. hardware cloth. Artifacts were placed in appropriately marked bags and examined; burned rock was recorded by weight and discarded.
Excavation units were located relative to the FM 153 centerline and to the south right-of-way of the new project ( Fig. 2 and 3 ).
SITE 41FY141
This site is situated on a low, narrow rise, 80 meters wide, which begins about 30 meters east of Rabbs Creek. The northern end of the rise was removed by the present FM 153. To the south, the rise extends for more than 200 meters. From the northern side of the road, surface elevation drops gradually into a shallow depression, then rises gently to the general floodplain level. On this higher ground which extends to the creek bank, artifacts occur on the surface for at least 200 meters north. South of the road the burned rock and lithic debitage seen on the surface are rather sparse, widely separated, and scattered over an area of 50 by 100 meters. This evidence conflicts with the original survey which cites "a relatively dense concentration of burned rock and lithic debris." There are no "relatively dense concentrations," neither on the surface nor below. South of FM 153, all of the site is under cultivation and recent plowing has created deep furrows. Recent rains clearly exposed such materials as are present; there is no indication of artifact collecting since the rain.
Testing at this site produced almost nothing; a total of 3 miscellaneous flint flakes was found in the two 1 by 1 meter test units and several shovel tests. Therefore, an examination of surface material was necessary to gain an understanding of cultural activities.
Lithic material observed on the surface includes cores, flakes, 2 arrowpoint preform fragments, 1 arrowpoint distal fragment, and 1 thin biface fragment. The relative scarcity of these materials and the absence of diagnostic tools permits no definitive statement regarding site function and cultural affiliation. A majority of the lithic debitage is indicative of initial-stage cobble-reduction of quarrying. Ten cores examined show only limited reduction, indicating that flake, rather than biface production, was the primary strategy. Apparently, 41FY141 represents a Neo-American short-term habitation camp at which certain specialized activities were performed. The arrowpoints, biface, and trimmed flake indicate activities concerned with food procurement and preparation. Burned chert and quartzite, probable hearthstones, perhaps were involved in these activities as well. Lithic debitage indicates basic cobble/core reduction, predominately by hard-hammer percussion. Apparently this technology was directed more toward flake/tool production than toward biface production. It is likely that surface collection of artifacts has skewed the interpretation of this lithic material.
SITE 41FY151
S i t u a t e d on two low k n o l l s i n t h e f l o o d p l a i n of Rabbs Creek, 41FY151 r e p r e s e n t s a minor l i t h i c procurement and p o s s i b l e h a b i t a t i o n s i t e .
FM 153 b i s e c t s t h e s i t e , t h e g r e a t e r p o r t i o n l y i n g s o u t h of t h e road toward a wide bend of Rabbs Creek. The e n t i r e s i t e i s under c u l t iv a t i o n . The f i e l d was r e c e n t l y plowed forming deep furrows; subsequent r a i n s c l e a r l y exposed t h e meager sample of a r t i f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l . The shallow s o i l p r o f i l e c o n t a i n i n g a r t i f a c t s i s a 20 cm predominately hard-hammer primary and secondary specimens of r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e s i z e ( g r e a t e r t h a n 30 t o 40 mm). This d e b i t a g e sample i s q u i t e s i m i l a r t o t h a t of 41FY141, w i t h t h e m a t e r i a l t o t a l being perhaps s l i g h t l y s m a l l e r .
41FY151 i s s i t u a t e d 150 t o 200 meters e a s t of 41FY141, t h e two sites being s e p a r a t e d by a wide depression which i s a p o s s i b l e r e l i c t stream channel. This depression extends p a s t t h e w e s t and s o u t h p o r t i o n s of t h e s i t e t o Rabbs Creek. To t h e n o r t h of
Three 1 by 1 meter t e s t u n i t s and s e v e r a l shovel tests c o n s t i t u t e t h e excavation a t 41FY151. One p i e c e of l i t h i c d e b i t a g e and s e v e r a l burned rock fragments a r e t h e c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l s recovered. Apparently, examination of s u r f a c e m a t e r i a l would provide a b e t t e r understanding of t h e s i t e than would excavation. Site 41FY152 appears to be a short-term lithic procurement/habitation site which was occupied very infrequently.
SITE 41FY153
The s m a l l p o r t i o n , 55 by 9 m e t e r s , of 41FY153 o c c u r r i n g i n t h e FM 153 right-of-way i s about 125 meters n o r t h e a s t of t h e bluff/east bank of
Bear and Rabbs creeks where t h e i n i t i a l survey l o c a t e d t h e major conc e n t r a t i o n of t h i s s i t e . The s i t e a r e a i n v e s t i g a t e d by t h i s p r o j e c t i s s i t u a t e d on a p o i n t of t h e broad upland t e r r a c e which extends j u s t beyond t h e n o r t h right-of-way, then drops about two meters i n e l e v a t i o n .
No c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l was observed on t h e n o r t h s i d e of FM 153.
The s i t e i s covered w i t h c o a s t a l bermuda g r a s s and o a t s , obscuring most of t h e s u r f a c e . Near FM 153, i n t h e o l d right-of-way, c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l i s c l e a r l y v i s i b l e on t h e s u r f a c e . Burned rock and l i t h i c d e b i t a g e a r e moderately abundant i n some a r e a s . A s l i g h t l y denser c o n c e n t r a t i o n of m a t e r i a l e x i s t s h e r e than a t t h e f l o o d p l a i n s i t e s . Excavation a t 41FY153 comprised two 1 by 1 meter u n i t s and s e v e r a l s h o v e l and auger tests. The s o i l c o n t a i n i n g a r t i f a c t s i s loamy sand, l i g h t gray t o d a r k e r gray brown i n c o l o r , averaging 35 cm i n depth i n t h e two test u n i t s . Over t h e remainder of t h e test a r e a t h e average depth i s 20 cm. Underlying t h e sand i s a compact g r a y i s h t o r e d d i s h brown c l a y which c o n t a i n s no a r t i f a c t s .

A r t i f a c t s occurred throughout t h e sandy d e p o s i t , b u t i n r a t h e r s m a l l
numbers. Test Unit 1 produced 80 f l a k e s and small amounts of burned rock i n t h r e e l e v e l s . Test Unit 2 y i e l d e d 55 f l a k e s , 1 c o r e , and 1 b i f a c e d i s t a l s e c t i o n i n f o u r l e v e l s . Burned rock was p r e s e n t i n small amounts. I n t h e bottom l e v e l of both u n i t s an i n c r e a s e i n burned rock was noted. This was n o t t h e c a s e w i t h a r t i f a c t s , however.
L i t h i c d e b i t a g e of 41FY153 d i f f e r s considerably from t h e f l o o d p l a i n s i t e assemblages. Here, specimens of s m a l l s i z e c o n s t i t u t e a l a r g e m a j o r i t y of t h e sample. Only a few f l a k e s a r e l a r g e r than 30 mm and more than h a l f of t h e t o t a l sample a r e i n t e r i o r f l a k e s . A g r e a t e r percentage of soft-hammer f l a k e s i s p r e s e n t , b u t hard-hammer specimens make up a b o u t 60% of t h e sample. One c o r e was found i n t h e excavat i o n ; none o c c u r r e d on t h e s u r f a c e . One b i f a c e d i s t a l s e c t i o n and one s m a l l f l a k e w i t h trimmed edges a r e t h e o n l y p o s s i b l e t o o l s i n t h e sample. The b i f a c e d i s t a l fragment i s a p o s s i b l e d a r t p o i n t fragment and t h e trimmed f l a k e i s p o s s i b l y a n a r r o w p o i n t preform.
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This p r o j e c t examined f o u r p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s along t h e proposed new right-of-way of FM 153 i n n o r t h e r n F a y e t t e County. Three of t h e sites occur on low rises of t h e Rabbs Creek f l o o d p l a i n . A t r i b u t a r y , Bear Creek, m e e t s Rabbs Creek 100 t o 500 meters e a s t of t h e s e s i t e s .
The e a s t bank of both streams i s a s t e e p b l u f f , t h e w e s t e r n edge of an upland t e r r a c e . Upon t h i s t e r r a c e i s l o c a t e d t h e f o u r t h s i t e , 41FY153. The i n i t i a l survey recorded r a t h e r abundant c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l along t h e t e r r a c e edge n e a r e s t t h e streams. This a r e a i s o u t s i d e t h e right-of-way and was n o t i n v e s t i g a t e d .
Findings from t h e t e s t excavations were extremely meager. However, l i m i t e d information r e l e v a n t t o s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s t u d i e s can be i n f e r r e d from examination of f l o o d p l a i n s i t e s u r f a c e m a t e r i a l s .
Only t h e upland t e r r a c e s i t e , 41EY153, produced a s u b s t a n t i a l sample from excavation.
The presence of t h e t h r e e f l o o d p l a i n sites near t h e now deeply entrenched streams might i n d i c a t e t h a t they a r e of r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t age. Meander s c a r s a c r o s s t h e f l o o d p l a i n a t t e s t t o t h e streams' p a s t a c t i v e n a t u r e . S i t e 41FY141 produced t h e only " diagnostic " m a t e r i a l of t h e f l o o d p l a i n s i t e s , arrowpoint fragments a l s o i n d i c a t i n g a r e c e n t age.
S i t e 41FY141 h a s somewhat more m a t e r i a l , and i n g r e a t e r v a r i e t y , b u t l i t h i c d e b i t a g e a t t h e t h r e e s i t e s i s e s s e n t i a l l y i d e n t i c a l . This m a t e r i a l i s p r i m a r i l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of i n i t i a l s t a g e cobble reduction/flake production. Limited t o o l production i s a l s o i n f e r r e d from t h e minute sample of soft-hammer and/or i n t e r i o r f l a k e s . Tool product i o n i s more obvious a t 41FY141 w i t h preforms and a f l a k e t o o l .
The widespread b u t l i g h t l y concentrated n a t u r e of t h e c u l t u r a l r e f u s e , i n c l u d i n g burned rock, i n d i c a t e s short-term and very s p o r a d i c occupation, p o s s i b l y o n l y w i t h i n l a t e p r e h i s t o r i c times. The s i t e s could b e c l a s s if i e d a s " l i g h t s c a t t e r s w i t h o u t f e a t u r e s " (Robinson 1982 ) a c c o r d i n g t o a s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n model f o r F a y e t t e County. The l i m i t e d e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e f l o o d p l a i n s i t e s a r e h a b i t a t i o n s i t e s --a r e a s a t which s m a l l groups of people camped, c o l l e c t e d f l i n t c o b b l e s and manuf a c t u r e d t o o l s , engaged i n h u n t i n g and probably a v a r i e t y of s u b s i st e n c e -r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s .
The p o r t i o n of t h e t e r r a c e s i t e s u b j e c t t o t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s app a r e n t l y a h a b i t a t i o n s i t e a s w e l l . A l a r g e r sample, though s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y small, of c u l t u r a l d e b r i s was found i n t h i s e x c a v a t i o n .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e g r e a t e r amount of m a t e r i a l i s no more i n f o r m a t i v e and 41FY153 a r e c o n s i d e r e d unworthy of f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n and of i n c l u s i o n i n t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s .
